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Dr. Prins is Associate Professor of Political
Science at the University of Tennessee. He is
currently Director of Graduate Studies in the
Department of Political Science and Global
Security Fellow at the Howard H. Baker., Jr.
Center for Public Policy, where he assists in
the development of programming and cur-
ricula for the Baker Center’s Global Security
Program.

Professor Prins’ research interests include:

» Conlflict processes, particularly the causes
and consequences of violent conflict among
nation-states in the international system.

» Theoretical models of international poli-
tics, such as the deterrence theory, arms
race dynamics, models of signaling and
bargaining, democratic peace, rivalry, di-
versionary processes, and conflict resolu-
tion.

« The role played by domestic-political insti-
tutions in affecting leader decisions to use
military force, particularly in democratic
countries.

« In the United States, the relationship be-
tween Congress and the President in di-
recting and implementing foreign policy,
including the use of force, foreign aid, and
military interventions.

Professor Prins received Ph.D. in Political Sci-
ence from Michigan State University in 1999;
his MA in Political Science from Michigan
State University in 1995; and his BA in His-
tory and Political Science from the University
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of California, Los Angeles in 1994.

Prior to joining UT, Dr. Prins spent 4 years in
the Department of Political Science at Texas
Tech University, where he taught undergradu-
ate and graduate courses on conflict processes
and U.S. foreign policy.

Professor Prins is a member of the American
Political Science Association, the Internation-
al Studies Association, and the Peace Science
Society (International). He also is an Editorial
Board Member for the journal Foreign Policy
Analysis and currently is Chair of the Scien-
tific Study of International Processes Section
of the International Studies Association.

Contact information:
Email: bprins@utk.edu
Phone: +1 (865) 974-7047

More information on the UT Institute for Nu-
clear Security is available at nuclear.utk.edu.
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